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effort here at NUMC has been hard at work aroun

Message from issue, providing opportunities over the last 3 months for

Bible study, prayer, deep thinking, and structured
conversation for our own congregation. There wil

the PaStor opportunity for folegvconversation on May 16th, 7

talk about what our own church might be called to

Longest January ever, am | right?

These could be deeply anxious conversations, bu
Friends, as we stumble bkegad out from our homes! am not worried; not because | am not an anxiou
into the blinding light of the spring sun, we give thawesrgng person (demonstrably false!), but becau
the turning of the seasons. We also look ahead to $@&t what happens, both at NUMC and elsewher
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God has for us as a church. people of good will and good faith humble themselves in

prayer before an uncertain future. | have seen po
First of all, our congregation is currently engaged i@¢rge when people lay down their preferences
extensive salfudy; our history, our finances, our staffifg, t he sacred task of
our attendance patterns, everything veallye pullingtheir lives.
together a report as part of the MCCI (Missional Church

sibilitie
d take
D p e |

Consultation InitiatiyveSo tlredtdSash onurj:musmtrqblin@bsﬁ@fmftmterat

Summit June 24th (mark your calendars!). This is at&#0 a spring of unknown but abundant life. T
dive into who we are, right now, as a congirégatam turns, the seasons change, and God is good.
opportunity for us to surprise ourselves with information we

had forgotten, and to acknowledge truths that perhBssings,

arendt so joyful. | t vPBStofRach¢ls o be
what we | ove most and best about
at NUMC. Do not miss this!

Secondly, the United Methodist Church is engaging in &
global conversation about human séxiiadityas long
been a point of division both locally andiderlds a
denomination, we have a Commission on the Way Fo
that has formulated two possible plensan hear more |
about this immediately following the second worship se
on May 6th, over a light lunch. Dave Nuckols, a memb¢
the Commission, will be on hand to present and answer
guestions about where the denomination is-d A lay
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F STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE UPDATE
Filling the Empty Offering Plate
Being a disciple of Jesus Christ means giving of oneself faithfully and routinely. Regular offerings a
steady, reliable source of funding that sustains our church and supports its ministries. Elecfronic gi
simple way to give reguladyv e n when we aren6t in church|. B
How can we take part in the offertory when we give electro~*~~"""
Passing the plate without putting anything in means one is . .
—_— B on fully participating in the church service. Moreover an err | | £ive electronically
pl ate doesnét exactly send a message of ’ ) gr e
and purses to find something to symbolically drop in the plate or awkwardly shake your he / - o

usher to pass you by, please drop oné ¢f thegy i v e edardscnow available ia thd pgws i £ =
the offering plate. Then stand tall when our pastor blesses our gifts and full offering plates | f youwoutdlike to give electronically, visit
our-website'or _@gle—cﬁurch office.

General Fund March 2018 contributions $30,641.68 7= il
General Fund March 2017 contributions $27,156.15 AEESSSSSS
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After having been a vital part or our church music ministry for the last 5 years, Dr. Rogald
Rodman has decided to step down from his position as Director of the NUMC Chdjir. His last
Sunday with the choir will be Sunday, May 21st. ’g’
We thank Ron for his thoughtfulness, generous spirit, and skilled leadership. Also foghls fine
trombone playing! o
Thank you Ron. Blessings to you on all that lies ahead! Jg’
9
Wanted: GLAD YOU DROPPEDz IV
Instrumentalists, pianists, vocalists, Are you interested in a choral singing experience at the 9 am servﬁ;’ce’7

soloists or groups. People ofallagesand Too busy during the week? Ca ot
abilities are invited to be a part of our Sunday 9 am service Drop in Choir. All adult, high school, and mldd(% school

Jeddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddedddddadd

music ministry. singers are invited to meet in the choir room at 8:15 on a second Sunday to lec
Contact Wendy Smith atBB5689 or an anthem for the 9 am service. Contact Wendy Smith at wendynumcg@aol.cc
wendynumc@aol.com. or 5076455689 or just drop in to sing on Sunday, May 13th. 3
93
9
. el
Service Readers Wanted! Technical 3
Needed Volunteers 3
Interested in being a service repder?]  Volunteers are needed for our worship services. Must be comforagle with
Please contact Wendy SmitH at Windows operating systems, presentation software, externtlg
WendyNUMC@aol.com display settings. Please contact Molly Peterson at mp0639@gmaifjcom or
Wendy Smith at WendyNUMC@aol.com. ‘g’
99
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A Farewell for Pastors Marty and Donna

f Rev. Marty Raths and Rev. Donna Buell, who served as pastors at Northfield UMC fro
20082015, are retiringle join 1st UMC of Stillwater (where they are currently sérving), t
good folks of Redwood Falls UMC, and all other congregations who have beeh servec
and faithfully over the years in celebrating their ministry and praying theamiedoja well
retirementWe are invited to a gathering at 1st UMC Stilluaied6&from 1:3@:00

!' M' pm to wish them weElbr more information, contact Pastor Rachel
(rmorey@northfieldumc.org).
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e %o The blizzard of April 14 & 15 caused a cancellation of our
April 15 meeting.

* ¥ It has being rescheduletffor 6th!

e  Faith in Democracy

Everyone is invited tol8BAHNUMC Strategy Meeting
I SA I A H Sunday, May 6, 3i0830 pm, Church Library

ISAIAKNUMC has made an impgetiucatinthe membersrapout the United Methodist Social Principles and partigipating |
caucuses and conventiongtimhevegroliticabarty we preféris time toame our goals and next steps esntiBugok

for economic and racial justice for all at the local and state leigsiuesladaiigas housing, immigration, healthcare
environment, and the conversations we need to be having with our neighibars.Tplgzisen the work of this team gign
up on the clipboard under the ISAIAH poster on the Welcome Desk or contacekeblghBryr@ teatmail.com
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Kids Club May Events ‘9\2 The plants will
2 o Sat. morning, -~1
Z/Iﬁ)rl]gcius:scmbRetreat o May 12. You are we
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May9_—LastWednesday_oledsCIub wWith questions.
We will honor our gradudtigipders & volunteers.
Thank you children, parents and volunteers for a great year!
A special thanks to Marilee Roby, Patty Gangloff, Savannah m] Sunday School Year End
Newberg, Marianna Estrada, Calvin Weis, Danielle McGeough Celebration
Eddy for helping with Kids Club programming all year. A Carnival of Love!
Sunday, May402@0 9:
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Vacation Blble School
July 226 1:061:00 pm \
3 year oldg4™ graders
Join us for fouredudawnsdo
adventures with fr
Children will discover tha Ar-t sl h-Bar k re
of wonder and surprise, a Wednes-@l@yns 11t
them through everyt June 13 & 20, July 11 &| 1:¢
Games, Snacks, Bible storil join us for a fun afternoon®®
and so much more! art, games, snacks & fun at| a
Youth and adults needed ti¢ al| ages wel come. Wat ch f ofr
|l eader s. Contact Kalk
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Youth Ministries

m A

Register for LYFE Camp NOW

Have fun, make new friends, go deep and grow your faith at L.Y.REWE2BP.thike week you spend here will shape

your life all year. Anyone who will be ENTERINGLGradessign up to be a campenat.campminnesota.org. The
combined registration fee (assuming you take the bus from Maple Grove) is $500. Scholarships are available
through the Conference. Please talk to Pastor Jerad for scholarship details.

I ntergenerationdbuné&elf2ice Trip
"Whatever you do to the least of these, you doJesoe(Matt 25:40).

You've made sandwiches for Simpson. Now prepare to feed a dinner to homeless people at Simpson Shelter
over at the church, and sp&atwrdain service to others. Save the date on your calendar and keep an eye out f
registration pad at the Welcome Center

MARKYOUR CALENDAR! ~ vez2spimecoe
9:30anMiddle SchoBlndaychool

May 2 9:30antHigh Scho&8undaychool
7:00pnChurch Family Service Night

. : ; : May 20
7:00pm.2th graders meet re: graduation service 9:30anMiddle SchoBlindagchool
May 6 9:30aniHigh Scho&8undaychool

9:30anMiddle SchoSundaychool .
. : May 27 Memorial Weekend
9:30antHigh Scho8undachool BEGIN SINGLE SERVICE

May 9 LAST SUPEREDNESDAY No Middle School or High S&hwalayschool until September
7:00pntrinal Middle School Youth Night
7:00pn®th Grade Confirmation
7:00pnfrinal High School Youth Night

June 3
Graduates Recognition Service
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SUNDAYS-19: 36

renowned evangelical Jim Wallis. Equipped with our previous reflecti
scriptures and the United Methodist Social principles, we will learn ho
people motivated by our faith can act for justice in our state.

In May we conclude our adult forum series, "Justice for the Poor," fez?{ring

May 6 "From Serial Charity to a Just Society"

on
we as

Today we conclude our "Justice for the Poor" series by learning what needs to be present in a social movement to ma

possible and discover what turns spiritual activity into revival.
May 13 "Civic Engagement for Justice"

Kevin Dahle has significant legislative experience from his time in the Minnesota State Senate. He willleace hpw citiz

justice work can most effectively engage with their elected officials.

May 20 "Advocating Together"
The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition is one of the nation'slkewgeisitetédéh advocacy organizations. Jlifeorg
Katie Powell will share how Minnesota faith communities come together to approach their legislators and advo

May 27 Memorial Weekertllo Adult Forum
To join the vital adult forum team and be part of organizing discipleship opportunities at NUMC, contact Pastor

cate for

Jerad.
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